Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BEIRUT 06422 I9I605Z 

41 

ACTION NEA-10 

INEO OCT-01 EUR-12 ISO-00 NEAE-00 SSO-00 NSCE-00 INRE-00 

USIE-00 OC-06 CCO-00 OPR-02 A-01 SY-05 SCS-03 SCA-01 

PER-01 ES-Ol PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 DODE-00 

INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-01 PRS-01 /078 W 

063767 

O 191515ZJUL 76 
PM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

TO AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS NIACT IMMEDIATE 
INEO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1220 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS IMMEDIATE 

CONPIDENTIAL BEIRUT 6422 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: AEMR, LE, US 

SUBJECT: BEIRUT CONVOY ARRANGEMENTS 

1. THE POLLOWING ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE POR THE TUESDAY, 

JULY 20, CONVOY FROM BEIRUT TO DAMASCUS: 

A. AMERICAN CITIZENS AND OTHERS WHO HAVE REGISTERED TO GO 

WITH THIS CONVOY ARE BEING ASKED TO REGISTER AT THE RIVIERA HOTEL 
BETWEEN 0600 AND 0700 HOURS. WE ARE ALLOWING 30 MINUTES POR 
POSSIBLE LATE REGISTRANTS AND POR LOADING VEHICLES. THE CONVOY IS 
SCHEDULED TO DEPART AT 0730 HOURS AND IN NO CASE LATER THAN 0745. 

B. CONVOY LEADER WILL BE DAO COL. P. J. HUNT. THE ASSISANT 
CONVOY LEADER WILL BE JAMES BUDEIT, CHIEF OF CONSULAR SECTION. 

C. CONVOY WILL BE ARRANGED INTO 4 MARCH UNITS CONSISTING OP 4 
BUSES EACH AND 4 TO 6 AUTOMOBILES OR TAXIS. SECURITY PORCES WILL LEAD 
EACH MARCH UNIT. WE ANTICIPATE THAT THE ENTIRE CONVOY WILL HAVE NO 
MORE THAN 15 BUSES AND 25 TO 30 AUTOMOBILES PLUS THE ESCORT UNITS 
WHICH WILL LEAVE THE CONVOY AT NABATIYA. 

D. WE HAVE REQUESTED THAT ALL BUSES AND AUTOMOBILES BE FILLED 
WITH GASOLINE AND OIL BEPORE DEPARTURE. IP THIS IS NOT POSSIBLE, WE 
WILL PROVIDE SUPFICIENT GAS FROM EMBASSY STOCK TO GET THE 
CONVOY THROUGH THE SYRIAN LINES TO 3 KM NORTH OP RACHAYA 
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TANKER WILL BE AT THATLOCATION NO LATER THAN 1 1 A.M.? 

E. EMBASSY BEIRUT TRUCK WILL ALSO BE IN CONVOY CARRYING 
EXTRA LUGGAGE AND A LIMITED NUMBER OF JERRY CANS AS REQUESTED 
BY DAMASCUS FOR REFUELING IF NECESSARY. 

F. YOU HAVE BEIRUT DAO MESSAGE 0584 JUL 76 CONCERNING 
CONVOY COMMUNICATIONS. IF NEW RADIOS ARRIVE FROM DAMASCUS 
TODAY, THE CONVOY SHOULD BE ABLE TO COMMUNICATE WITH 
BEIRUT AND DAMASCUS DURING THE ENTIRE TRIP. IE THESE RADIOS 
DO NOT ARRIVE, THE CONVOY WILL ONLY HAVE LIMITED VOICE 
COMMUNICATIONS CAPABILITY. 

G. SHORTLY AFTER THE CONVOY DEPARTS, WE WILL INEORM 
DAMASCUS OE THOSE WISHING TO GO ON THE CHARTER 

FLIGHT TO ATHENS. WILL ATTEMPT TO LOAD THESE PASSENGERS IN 
SELECTED BUSES PLUS THE 7 EMBASSY BEIRUT CARS. IT IS 
REQUESTED THAT EMBASSY DAMASCUS ARRANGE EOR APPROPRIATE 
ASSISTANCE AT THE BORDER AND PROVIDE A GUIDE FOR THE VEHICLES 
GOING DIRECTLY FROM THE BORDER STATION TO THE DAMASCUS 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT. THE BALANCE OF THE CONVOY WILL PROCEED 
WHEN CLEARED FROM THE SYRIAN BORDER TO THE EMBASSY IN 
DAMASCUS WHERE PASSENGERS CAN DISPERSE AND MAKE THEIR 
OWN ARRANGEMENTS FOR ACCOMMODATIONS AND ASSISTANCE. 

H. THE PASSENGERS ON THE CHARTER AIRCRAFT WILL NOT HAVE 
SIGNED PROMISSORY NOTES AND WE ASSUME THAT EMBASSY 
DAMASCUS WILL ARRANGE TO PROCESS THESE NOTES AT THE DAMASCUS 
AIRPORT. 

I. THE 7 EMBASSY BEIRUT VEHICLES (6 OFEICIAL AND I PRIVATE) 

ARE BEING DRIVEN BY GOVERNMENT PERSONNEL WHO WILL DEPART 
ON THE CHARTER AIRCRAFT. CAN EMBASSY DAMASCUS ARRANGE 

TO HAVE THESE VEHICLES MOVED EROM THE AIRPORT TO THE EMBASSY? 
THE OFEICAL CARS CAN REMAIN IN DAMASCUS FOR YOUR USE EOR 
THE TIME BEING. THE ONE POV BELONGING TO SAID JABRIN IS TO 
BE FORWARDED TO EMBASSY ATHENS UNDER USIA EMERGENCY 
EVACUATION ORDERS T.A. 6-5198 DATED 1 1/5/75 FOR STORAGE. 
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